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One of the nation's pioneers in landscape study, Ray recently retired after
fifteen years as the Director of the Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo
County. He continues to pursue his lifelong curiosity about the sense of place,
particularly in rural areas. Ray has this to say about his talk:

Do you like driving through rural countryside? Having grown up on John
Steinbeck's , Earl Thollander's ,
and William Least Heat Moon's , I must admit, I'm addicted.
Why? First, I like the scenery, the colors of the buildings, texture of the fields,
the animals, the way farm compounds compose themselves against the
hillsides and fit into the landscape. Second, it is like an open book to the
values and heritage of those who settled the area, a glimpse into the culture
and the technology of their times.
In , Rene Dubois describes the earth as displaying two
overlapping patterns. The first is the natural patterns of hills, valleys, and
plains. The second is the cultural pattern of the people who settled and still
live in the villages and towns The interplay of these two patterns creates a
unique and self-perpetuating identity not repeatable anywhere else in the
world. “

Travels With Charlie Backroads of California
Blue Highways

A God Within

The phrases 'genius loci' and 'spirit of place,'” he writes, “symbolize
the forces or structures generally hidden beneath the surface of things
which determine the uniqueness of each place.”

(Continued on page 3)
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public programs,
historic preservation,
and cooperative
ventures with other
Central Coast
cultural organizations.
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Spirit
Of Place

On June 4, 2-4pm,

Astrid Gallagher's

please join other
Heritage Shared members, guests and friends
at spectacular hilltop
home to hear Board member
talk about “The Power of Place.”

Ray Belknap
RSVP

549-9283,
May 28 for directions.

or byastrid@digitalputty.com

What
would San
Luis
Obispo be
without the
Seven
Sisters?
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Last April thirty HS members
and their guests enjoyed a
springtime meeting overlooking the
Edna Valley from Astrid
Gallagher's dramatic hilltop home.
Following a brief meeting and
election of board members,

the two lane highway that
jogged through San Luis Obispo
until modern U.S. 101 bulldozed
through the community in the
1950s.

HS
member Matt Whittlesey took us
on a virtual tour tracing the
architectural remains of old State
Road 2,

Keith and Rusty McNeil,

Those who attended the Heritage
Shared public
forum some years ago certainly will
remember the rousing sing-along
led by
the talented husband-and-wife team
of music historians and performers.
Over the years the McNeils have
earned an international reputation
for their richly documented
collections of ballads, ditties,
laments, and chanties that let you
sing your way through American
history. Keith has sentimental ties to
the Central Coast because his
ancestors were SLO ranchers and
his mother a long-time SLO
businesswoman; indeed, some of
the McNeil's traditional
songs came from the family ranch
near Pozo.

To give local K-12 students a
chance to do just that, Heritage
Shared purchased and donated
thirteen sets of the McNeil's CDs
and interpretive songbooks to San
Luis Coastal Unified District
elementary, middle, and high
schools. When we placed our order
with the McNeils they generously
donated another four complete sets,
making it possible for us to share
their musical wealth with the Cal
Poly Center for Teacher Education
and the County Office of Education
as well.

Each school received a set of
treasures from America's musical
past: 19 and 20 century California
music (4 CDs and songbook); songs
from the colonial and revolutionary
eras (2 CDs and songbook); songs
from the westward movement (2
CDs and songbook); music from the
Civil War (3 CDs and

Living on the Land

vaquero

th th
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Sing Out ! Down Memory
lane

songbook); cowboy songs (two CDs);
western railroad songs ( 2 CDs);
working and union songs (2 CDs).
Each set enriched each school's social
science curriculum resource by 306
CDs and 68 songbooks. Dr. Mary
Matakovich, Director of Instructional
Services for the Coastal Unified
District, received the gift
enthusiastically. Morro Bay, Los
Osos, and San Luis Obispo teachers
and students now have, readily at
hand, lesson-enhancing, tuneful
primary sources that that appeal to
the ear as they satisfy curriculum
requirements.

We thank Keith and Rusty McNeil
for their open-hearted gift, and w e
encourage you to visit their web site,

to sample
their splendid music. McNeil CDs
and books make wonderful gifts.

,www.wem.records.com

Obvious once Matt pointed them out, Highway 2 left its traces through SLO
etched into street patterns and marked by the forms of old concrete and
stucco buildings once devoted to roadside services. Matt, who brings a
photographer's eye and a graphic designer's sensibilities to his pursuit of
architectural history, shared contemporary images he has taken and
historical images he has gathered. One and all shared stories of a once
rather slower paced SLO, when leaded gas cost 20 cents a gallon.
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The Achievers: Central
California's Engineering
Pioneers Tod Rafferty, ed. (San
Luis Obispo: Central Coast
History Foundation, 2004). 212
pp., illustrated, $35.

is a well-written,
richly illustrated, attractively
produced celebration of
technologies and technologists.
The latter tend to be energetic
men (and two women) drawn to
horsepower, speed,
entrepreneurial risk, and physical
danger. Nearly half the featured
achievers are hot rodders, off-
roaders, motorcycle racers, high
performance engine builders, or
experimental aircraft and rocket
enthusiasts. The editor,

is a San Luis Obispo
author widely regarded for his
books on classic cars and
motorcycles. Many of the
achievers have some association
with Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.

The Achievers

Tod
Rafferty,

The Achievers chronicles the
exploits of the internationally
renowned aeronauts

, the
former the first woman in America
to hold a pilot's license, the latter
the driving force behind the globe-
circling Voyager and the X-Prize
winning . It also
highlights the fascinating
accomplishments of lesser-known
Central Coast mechanics, including

of San Luis
Obispo, of Paso
Robles, and a
pioneering electrician who brought
light and power to San Miguel in
the 1890s. There are wonderfully
illustrated accounts of professional
auto racing at SLO's Exposition
Park in the 1920s, descriptions of a
once-flourishing North County
charcoal industry, the building of
the Diablo Canyon nuclear power
plant, and appreciations of Cal Poly
as a nursery of engineering talent.

The home-grown ingenious
mechanic is one of America's most
enduring folk heroes, celebrated in
the real-life stories of

and nourished by the
fictional exploits of Tom Swift, a
Horatio Alger turned engineer.

Harriet
Quimby and Burt Rutan

Arnold Teague
Joe Mondello

C. F. Hoffman,

Franklin,
Edison, Ford, and the Wright
Brothers,

SpaceShipOne
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Building
Something Better

According to Rafferty, these Central
Coast achievers demonstrate that
engineers and other ingenious
mechanics -- whether formally trained or
home-grown -- drive material progress
because of their inner urge to

They display “t

The Achievers began as the brainchild of
, a Cal Poly-trained designer

of race cars and off-road vehicle
designer (including the prototype of the
Humvee), who had collected materials
for a book on Central Coast engineering
history. Hickey died in 2003 before he
could finish the project, so a group of his
friends completed it as a memorial to the
man and his enthusiasms.

The book opens with finely wrought
accounts of local railroad history by
well-established Central Coast historians

Most of the other twenty-nine essays are
anonymous, varying in length, subject
matter, and level of historical insight.
Most are biographical vignettes, but
some focus more on technical
achievements than on the achievers
themselves. Because most of the essays
are unattributed, it is impossible to credit
the contributions of individual
researchers and writers.

“build
something better.” hose
elements of common sense and native
wit that produce effective solutions to
problems that simply befuddle the
average intellect.”

Vic Hickey

Loren Nicholson and Ed Strobridge.

Professional auto racing at SLO's Exposition Park in the 1920s,
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Tom, the mechanically precocious
adolescent hero of nearly a hundred
novels published between 1910 and
1971, inspired generations of young
readers (including this one) with his
gadget-savvy derring-do, and
doubtless propelled some of them
toward careers of technological
achievement.

Like the Tom Swift novels,
essays celebrate the

romance of self-made manhood and
mechanical adventure. But also
like the Tom Swift novels, each of

stories stands alone.
As contributions to local history,
the episodes pile up better than they
add up. The book begs its own best
historical questions by failing to
ponder whether the claimed
“connections”between the Central
Coast and its engineering pioneers
have been causal or consequential.
Is there something about the
Central Coast that breeds more and
better technologists? Is Central
Coast culture different because of
the technologists' historic and
ongoing presence? Without
comparative analysis we can't
know. Historical facts never speak
for themselves, and no place is an
island complete unto itself. History
without context, comparison, and
explanation remains mere
chronicle.

Historians strive to take a broad
view, but necessarily look at history
backwards. The benefit of hindsight
is historical perspective, but
perspective inevitably comes at the
cost of distortion. Viewed
backwards from the present, past
events seem to string out along a
tidy timeline, one advance leading
to the next, discovery building on
discovery, until we arrive at the
enlightened present. All histories
celebrating the theme of Progress
suffer from this warping
perspective, but histories of science
and technology particularly so.

The
Achievers

The Achievers

Sex after Sixty

Viewed frontward, the way people
actually lived them, past times look very
much like the present -- full of brilliance
and blunder, accident and opportunity,
smart choices and bad calls. The true
history of technology documents far
more stumbles than giant steps for
mankind. includes only
one notable failure, Cayucos inventor
Achilles Tognini's ill-fated efforts to
harness the power of the tides. Remains
of his wave-motion generator --
concrete footings cast into the cliffs --
are still visible just north of the town.
Was Tognini the exception or the rule?
Might local engineering failures be as
historically instructive as local
engineering achievements? No less than
Burt Rutan's triumphant ,
the wave-washed wreckage of Tognini's
dream manifests the inner urge to build
something better.
-- After a wayward Tom Swiftian youth,
reviewer Dick Miller grew up to be an
historian.

Some years ago

established a fund to expand learning
opportunities for retired and semi-
retired people 50 years and over by
offering seed grants for college and
university outreach programs. Cal Poly
SLO is now in its third year of funding,
working toward permanent endowment
of its Osher Lifelong Learning Institute.

The Achievers

SpaceShipOne

San Francisco
philanthropist Bernard Osher

Osher participants themselves
plan the curriculum and teach
the courses

Osher
Institute web site at

and click on Osher Lifelong
Institute, or call 805-756-2053.

A number of Heritage Shared
members have taken and/or taught
Osher classes, and more doubtless
will do so as the program becomes
better known.

Cal Poly's program is unusual
because it is peer-driven, an
encouraging example of lifelong
learning from the bottom up.

, which Cal Poly
Continuing Education venues at
convenient sites throughout the
county. Instructors are volunteers
teaching what they know and love.
Classes are flexible in format and
schedule, from single sessions to
several meetings spaced over
several weeks. They are fun, and a
bargain.

Hundreds of local residents have
takenone or more Osher classes,
which have run the gamut from
musical theater to Shakespeare to
geology to astronomy to art to
international affairs to public
policy to natural history field trips
to advice on sex after sixty.

Heritage Shared periodically
sponsors Osher history courses.
The April 2006 offering was

a how-to-do
oral history workshop tied to the
Veterans History Project sponsored
by the American Folklife Center,
Library of Congress. Another
Heritage Shared course is in the
works for Fall 2006.

Osher classes are a new and
exciting way to explore Central
Coast history. For further
information visit the

The
Veterans History Project:
Collecting and Preserving Stories
of Wartime Service,

www.continuing-ed.calpoly.edu


